Dirhodium(II) carboxylate catalyzed formation of 1,2,3-trisubstituted indoles from styryl azides.
Dirhodium(II)-carboxylate complexes were discovered to promote the selective migration of acyl groups in trisubstituted styryl azides to form 1,2,3-trisubstituted indoles. The styryl azides are readily available in three steps from cyclobutanone and 2-iodoaniline.